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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS
APPROACHED TO GOD
Before the service, meditate and
speak to God. During the service let
God speak to you. After the service
talk to each other and the wider
community about God.
KEYS
Words printed in ALL CAPS & bold
are spoken or sung by everyone.
At places marked with the “,” you
are invited to stand, as you are able.

Functionaries
On Piano
▪ Lindsay Lundquist
Singer(s)
▪ Kirsten Earl

Reader(s)
▪ Joan Glanfield
Support Personnel
▪ Ed Murdoch
Videographer & Editor
▪ Franklyn James

Order of Worship
INTROIT:
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TERRITORY AND RECONCILIATION
As we gather today, we recognize that the first peoples lived here
for countless generations before we did. We acknowledge that we
are on the unceded traditional lands of the Splats’in First Nation,
and we celebrate their faithful stewardship.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENT!
CENTERING HYMN
▪ Come, Holy Spirit VU #208

LIGHTING THE WORSHIP CANDLE
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CALL TO WORSHIP
One: Come, let us sing to Yahweh;
People: Let us make a joyful noise to God who empower us.
One: Let us come into the Divine presence with thanksgiving;
People: Let us make a joyful noise to Holy One with songs of
praise!
One: It is good to give you thanks, O Yahweh;
People: To sing praises to your name, O Sophia;
One: to declare your steadfast love in the morning,
People: and your faithfulness by night,
One: to the music of the instruments of our times,
People: to the melody of the organs, pianos, drums and
guitars.
One: For you, O God, have made us glad by your work;
ALL: At the works of your hands, we sing for joy.

OPENING PRAYER
Holy, Creating, Creative God,
We sing to you from the comfort of our homes.
We sing to you from the chaos and beauty of nature.
We sing to you as we go through life’s many changes.
We sing from the depths of our sorrow.
We sing from the abundance of our joy.
We sing in voices separate and unique.
We sing with one voice as your body.
May the words of our mouths, whether in speech or song,
and the meditations of our hearts, whether in prose or poetry,
be pleasing in your sight. Amen.
OPENING HYMN: Long Before My Journey’s Start MV #63

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Let us confess the foundation of our faith in God.

One: God's perfect law revives the soul. God's stable rule guides the
simple.
People: God's just demands delight the heart. God's clear
commands sharpen vision.
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One: God's faultless decrees stand forever. God's right judgments
keep their truth.
All: Yet faults hide within us. Forgive me mine.

Silence

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
One: For those who keep God's covenant, all the paths of God are
steadfast love. When we confess, we are forgiven.
People: Thank you God! Amen.
PRAYER/SONG OF ILLUMINATION
▪ O Christ, the Word Incarnate (vs 1 - 2) VU #499
MINISTRY OF THE WORD
▪ Psalm 19, VU, p. 740
▪ Joshua 1:7-10
Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!!
People: We listen for the voice of God.
REFLECTION/SERMON
PRAYER

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. Amen

Psalm 19 offers a plethora of useful themes got engagement. The
theme of revelation through speech dominates the opening verses
(verses 1-4).

▪
▪
▪

The heavens are telling,
the firmament proclaims,
The day speaks in fluency, and in the night, knowledge is
declared.

The psalmist then focuses on how the sun makes known the glory
of God who created it (verses 5-6).
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Verses 7 – 14 focused on God’s “Law” or instruction and recognized
its virtues. The Psalmist referred to the Law’s as a guide to right
conduct. It also pointed out that one does not always even realize
when one has transgressed the law. Thus, the Psalm concludes with
a series of pleas to God for forgiveness and protection.
Clear me from hidden faults. Keep back your servant also from
the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me. Then I shall
be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
- Psalm 91:12b-13

The reading of Psalm 19 created an image of the Torah serving as
the bridge between creation and human conduct.
From this Psalm, we learned that God's instruction is an essential
guide for the Christian life and moral choices.
With the awareness that the instruction or word of God is
important for our life, let us now turn to the exhortation in Joshua
1:7-10
Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession
of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only be
strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with
all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from
it to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful
wherever you go. Joshua 1:6-9 - NRSV

Transitional points
▪ Moses’ death in Deuteronomy 34 - Signaled a change in
leadership.
Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab,
at the Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of
Moab, opposite Beth-Peor. Deuteronomy 34:6 - NRSV
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Moses’ death wasn’t an accident or unplanned. It was in God’s will
and God’s plan. So, it doesn’t matter our situations whether it is of
vivacity or lassitude, loss or gain, life or death, God’s expressed
will, will be accomplished.
▪

There is a time and purpose for every activity under heaven
- a time to mourn, and a time to dance. Ecclesiastes 3:4-5 NRSV

When we look around us today, a lot is going on that grieve our
hearts.
✓ There is the ongoing Israel-Palestine conflict causing the
deaths of hundreds, including innocent children.
✓ In some of our cities here in Canada, there is a rise in gun
crimes.
✓ The high prices in the real estate market are creating
homelessness, fear and anxiety.
✓ We are still dealing with a global pandemic with all the
mayhem and maladies.
✓ And on top of that there will be a transition in leadership
right here and the uncertainties it will bring.
But the passage in Deuteronomy offers us some guidance.
The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days;
then the period of mourning for Moses was ended…. Joshua,
son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom because Moses had
laid his hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as
the Lord had commanded Moses. Deuteronomy 34:8-9 - NRSV

During all that is happening, we all need some time to grieve. That
is ok. We cannot suppress our grieved or it will create unstableness
in our emotional health. So, grieve.
❖ We are experiencing a lot; you have been through a lot.
❖ You need your thirty days or whatever time you need. Take
it.
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❖ Grieving is cleansing, it is purifying.
❖ Grieving said I – you are alive, you are living.
❖ It tells us we are human and that's what humans do when
we experience pain or a loss we grieve.
The Israelites wept for Moses, the grieved in the plains of
Moab thirty days.
Then we come to our passage in Joshua with its admonition,
commendation and validation
Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people in possession
of the land that I swore to their ancestors to give them. Only be
strong and very courageous, being careful to act in accordance with
all the law that my servant Moses commanded you; do not turn from it
to the right hand or to the left, so that you may be successful wherever
you go. This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in
accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make your
way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. I hereby command
you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed,
for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”.
Joshua 1:6-9 - NRSV

The Divine purpose was to bring the children of Israel onward into
Canaan. The previous leader had moved on; Joshua is the successor.
This juncture gives us interesting light on the plans of God, and our
roles to their fulfilment.
▪ God’s plans are not dependent on anyone. When Moses
moved on, God has Joshua ready.
▪ The pause on the plains of Moab is not because of indecision,
but an appropriate act of graciousness. The people need the
time to recover from their loss and God granted them the
time.
▪ There is no halting in God’s purpose till another leader can
be found. The leader has already been selected but a process
is in play.
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Another thing we are ought to be aware of is that God’s plans are
sometimes best carried by the removal of others who have been
exceptionally useful.
It’s just the way it is - that’s all. It is nothing you have
done, or not done. God is advancing God’s plan.

This reminds us that the fulfilment of God’s plans may develop
humanly and naturally but it is “A gift to us”
Be strong and courageous; for you shall put this people
in possession of the land that I swore to their ancestors
to give them. Joshua 1:8-9 – NRSV

Grapes may be the natural result of cultivation, but the fruit is a gift
from the God of the harvest.
Conclusion
The reading of Psalm 19 created the image of the law of God, God’s
instruction serves as abridge between creation and human
conduct. From this Psalm, we learned that God's instruction is the
essential guide for determining Christian life.
This feeds into the reminder we were given in Joshua 1
Be strong and very courageous. This book of the law (instructions)
shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall meditate on it day
and night, so that you may be careful to act in accordance with
all that is written in it. For then you shall make your way
prosperous, and then you shall be successful. I hereby command
you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.

May it be so in your life you beautiful and beloved children of
God!!!
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HYMN: Will Your Ancho Hold VU #675
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
One: Sometimes…
when we’re paying attention…
or when we least expect it…
when we’re looking…
or when we’re most unassuming…
you show us something that we have longed to see.
People: We may be vigilant seekers,
reading into the boring and routine
or becoming excitable at the exciting;
wanting to capture with precision and delicacy
a moment that we discern is just for us.
One: We may play the fool,
backing into a divine embrace;
stumbling upon a transcendent promise;
no less moved by what we have witnessed.
People: Regardless of circumstances,
it remains that we’ve seen it,
and it cannot be unseen.
You have made it seen.
You have shown it to us.
One: You are the one who led us—willing
or reluctant climbers up the mountain.
You are the one who says to us,
“I have let you see it with your eyes,
“this beloved landscape of mine,
“this long-sought destination,
“this craved place of blessing and promise.”
People: Now that we have seen it, what would you have us do?
Now that we have caught a slight glimpse
or been given a lingering vision,
we wonder how to get to the place you’ve shown us.
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It is too marvelous a place to live without,
too rich a source of life not to be shared,
too wonderful a reality to be forgotten.
One: You lead us back down the mountain willing or reluctant, you call us back
because there is more to see,
and in one of your more clever twists,
we have become the guides,
the ones to show rather than be shown,
the ones to help make it seen.
ALL: How best shall we move on from what you have shown?
Simply: forward, to be what we have seen for others longing to
see it……. Amen.
HYMN: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing VU #481
THANK YOU & BLESSING
One: Go now, and be a people of courage, reconciliation and integrity.
And in all the paths you walk, may God hold you steady and close.
May Christ Jesus bless you and every place you enter.
And may the Spirit give you confidence, joy and fullness of life.
The Peace of the Lord be with you.
DOXOLOGY:
▪ Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands (vs 1,2 & 5) MV #173

THANK YOUS & CREDITS
Thank you for participating in today's worship, I pray you have been
greatly blessed.
Remember, for those we are unable to connect with for any reason; call
to buoy up their spirits, and/or pray for them and entrust them to the
care of the divine.
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Rev. Franklyn James has sought a change in Pastoral Relationship. This
means Rev. James will no longer be the minister of Zion United Church
and St. Andrew’s United Church as of June 30, 2021.
Due to physical distancing caused by the Corona Virus, COVID 19, all
church activities that require physical contact are suspended until
further notice.
GIFTS & OFFERINGS
You may send us your gifts & offerings using the information below:
▪ Zion United Church @ to zionunitedarmstrongbc@gmail.com
▪ St. Andrew’s @ standrewsunitedenderbybc@gmail.com
▪ Mission & Service Link: https://www.unitedchurch.ca/community-faith/get-involved/giving-opportunities
Those of you who are on PAR and those who mailed in the gifts and
offerings thank you.
We are always happy to hear your comments and queries. If you have
prayer requests, you may use our social media message tabs or email
them to ministerfranklyn@gmail.com
Call to Worship & Opening Prayer adapted from — written by Joanna
Harader, and posted on the Spacious Faith blog.
http://spaciousfaith.com/
Prayer of Confession and Assurance – from Recommitment 2006, posted
on the Seekers Church website. http://www.seekerschurch.org/
Prayers of the People - written by Jeff, and posted on Philosophy Over
Coffee. http://philosophyovercoffee.blogspot.ca/2011/07/speak-goodprayer-based-on-genesis-1.html
Scriptures marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International
Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
Scripture marked NRSV are taken from the New Revised Standard
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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MUSIC CREDITS
Come, Holy Spirit – VU #208
Words, Music: adapt. Jacques Berthier © 1978, 1980, 1981 Les
Presses de Taizé, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.,
Chicago, IL, exclusive agent.
Words, Music: Les Presses de Taizé, G.I.A. Publications, Inc.
O Christ, the Word Incarnate – VU #499
Words: William Walsham How 1867,
alt. (Revised v 2: R. Gerald
Hobbs): © 1987 Songs for a Gospel People.
Music: Meiningisches Gesangbuch.
Arranged by Felix Mendelssohn.
Words: Songs for a Gospel People. Music: Public Domain
Will Your Anchor Hold – VU #675
Words: Priscilla Jane Owens.
Music: William James Kirkpatrick.
Public Domain.
Long Before My Journey’s Start – MV #63
Words: Steven C. Warner, based on Ecclesiasticus 51:13-22
Music: Leslie Palmer Barnhart
Words and music copyright © 1993, World Library
Publications, 3708 River Rd., Suite 400, Franklin
Park, IL 60131-2158. 800-566-6150. www.wlpmusic.com.
Sent Forth by God’s Blessing – VU #481
Words: Omer Westendorf 1964 © 1964
World Library Publications, Inc.
Arrangement: © 1972 Contemporary Worship 4:
Hymns for Baptism and Holy Communion.
Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
Music: Welsh folk tune. Harmonized by Leland Bernhard Sateren.
Words: World Library Publications, Inc.
Arrangement: Augsburg Fortress Publishers.
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375
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Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands – MV # 173
Words: Fred Kaan, 1989, rev. 2001 Music: Ron Klusmeier, 2004
Words copyright © 2004 Hope Publishing Company,
Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Music copyright © 2004 Ron Klusmeier. www.musiklus.com.
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375

Zion United Church | Armstrong, BC V0E 1B0 | 250-546-9384 | Zionchurch@shaw.ca
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