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THE COMMUNITY GATHERS 
 

APPROACHED TO GOD 
 

Before the service, meditate and 
speak to God. During the service let 
God speak to you. After the service 
talk to each other and the wider 
community about God. 
 
KEYS 
Words printed in ALL CAPS & bold 
are spoken or sung by everyone. 
 

At places marked with the “,” you 
are invited to stand, as you are able. 
 

 
 

 

Order of Worship 
 

INTROIT: 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF TERRITORY AND RECONCILIATION 
 

As we gather today, we recognize that the first peoples lived here 

for countless generations before we did. We acknowledge that we 

are on the unceded traditional lands of the Splats’in First Nation, 

and we celebrate their faithful stewardship. 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENT! 
 

CENTERING HYMN 
▪ Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore VU #563 

 

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
  

On Piano 
▪ Lindsay Lundquist 

 

Singer(s) 
▪ Leona Harrison 

 

Reader(s) 
▪ Terri Nicholson 

 

Support Personnel 
▪ Ed Murdoch 

 

Videographer & Editor 
▪ Franklyn James 

Functionaries 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Gather us in, Mysterious Maker God. 
People: That being close to you we will understand your 
intention for creation. 
One: Weave us into one, Sweet Savior of All. 
People: That living your ways we will create communities of 
faith and peace. 
One: Gather us in, Powerful Spirit of Renewal. 
People: That treasuring the past we will boldly shape the 
future. 
One: Weave us into one, Holy One in Three. 
ALL: That women and men together may be the signs of your 
presence, the weavers of your communities and the 
witnesses to your coming. Gather us in this day so that we 
might gather strength from You. Amen. 
 

OPENING PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
In our gathering, we may feel disconnected as we are in different 
places, remind us that we worship the God who created this world, 
the God who spoke through prophets from generation to 
generation, called leaders, led people from captivity to liberty, 
healed the sick, fed the hungry and was faithful even when faced 
with rejection. This same God wants all people to be drawn to 
Godself in love and grace, to know forgiveness and the joy of 
Salvation. Let us put aside all that hinders and join together in 
worship and praise as God’s children. Amen. 
 

OPENING HYMN: I am a Child of God MV #157 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
One: Happy are those who turn away from the counsel of the 
wicked. But oh, that counsel can be so seductive –  
it draws us in, holds us fast, distracts our priorities, 
obstructs our capacity to love. 
But we seek no obstructions, we reject wicked counsel. 
We embrace God’s embrace. 
For whatever ways we don’t, we confess. 
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In whichever ways we sin, we repent. 
Hear our prayers, O God, as, before you, we seek wholeness. 

Silence 
 

People: God of mercy, grace, reconciliation and goodness: 
We are sorry for so much— 
for words we cannot bear to say 
for memories we cannot bear to relive 
for thoughts we cannot bear to admit. 
But you know our hearts. 
Relieve us of our burdens, 
Bind our hearts not to the unbearable but rather, to you 
so that, in all ways, we may live in the joy of your salvation 
and the delight of your loving embrace. 

Silence 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
One: Happy are we, holy people, when we walk in the ways of our 
God. Happy are we, beloved ones, as we receive God’s forgiveness. 
People: Happy are we, God’s own, because we are made whole, 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

PRAYER/SONG OF ILLUMINATION 

▪ Open Our Hearts (X2) MV #21 
 

MINISTRY OF THE WORD 
▪ Psalm 1 
▪ Acts 1: 15-17, 21-26 

 

Reader: Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church today!! 
People: We listen for the voice of God. 

 

REFLECTION/SERMON 
 

It is widely agreed and accepted by scholars and students alike that 
the first chapters have Acts is about transition and change in the 
leadership of the church. According to the first 14 verses, Jesus took 
40 days in which he taught the disciples the mysteries of the 
kingdom of God as he prepared them for a change in leadership…… 
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PRAYER 

Gracious God, give us humble, teachable, and obedient hearts, that we 

may receive what you have revealed, and do what you have 

commanded. Amen. 

IMAGINE THE SCENE ON THE SCHOOL PLAYGROUND DURING RECESS. EVERYONE 

IS LINED UP FACING THE TWO CAPTAINS WHO ARE ABOUT TO PICK TEAMS FOR A 

GAME OF KICKBALL. IN SUCCESSIVE TURNS EACH CAPTAIN CHOOSES THE BEST, 

THEN THE NEXT BEST, OF THE REMAINING PLAYERS TO BE ON THEIR TEAM. 

 

THE STRATEGY IS TO SELECT THE STRONGEST PLAYERS TO BUILD THE STRONGEST 

POSSIBLE TEAM. AS THE FINAL CHOICES ARE MADE, THERE ARE TWO POTENTIAL 

PLAYERS WAITING, BUT ONLY ONE POSITION LEFT TO BE FILLED, WHO WILL BE 

CHOSEN, AND WHO WILL BE LEFT TO WATCH FROM THE SIDELINES? 

THE POLITICAL SYSTEMS OF THE ADULT WORLD OFTEN ECHO “THE SURVIVAL 
OF THE FITTEST” SEEN IN THE KICKBALL FIELD. WHILE WE INTEND THE 
SELECTION OF OUR LEADERS TO BE A PRACTICE OF ELECTING THE MOST 
QUALIFIED CANDIDATES, OUR PROCESSES ARE IMPERFECT. 
 
PLANS IN WHICH CHILDREN CAN DREAM OF ONE DAY BEING PRESIDENT ARE 
DISTORTED BY MASSIVE AMOUNT OF MONEY, AND POLITICAL MACHINERY 
THAT LEAVES IDEALISM IN A WAKE OF UNRELENTING COMPROMISES. STILL, 
WE PARTICIPATE IN THE SYSTEMS WE HAVE, BECAUSE WE WANT TO HAVE A 
VOICE IN THE OUTCOME. 

CHURCHES TOO HAVE ELABORATE SYSTEMS FOR SELECTING LEADERS. 

FROM NOMINATING COMMITTEES AND CODIFIED QUALIFICATIONS TO 
EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES, AND CONGREGATIONAL ELECTIONS. OUR 
PROCESSES ARE DESIGNED TO LIFT UP THOSE WHO ARE CALLED TO OFFICE. 
 
WE TAKE PRAYERFUL DISCERNMENT SERIOUSLY AND WORK TO ENSURE THAT 
NOT ONLY DOES THE CANDIDATE HAVE A SENSE OF CALL, BUT THAT THE 
WIDER COMMUNITY CAN ALSO CONFIRM THAT CALL. ‘PRAYERFULLY 
CONSIDERED’ AND ‘DEMOCRATICALLY ELECTED’ ARE THE HALLMARKS FOR 
MANY CHURCHES IN CHOOSING THEIR LEADERS. 
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Whether it is a schoolyard kickball teams, national elections, or 
calling leaders in the church. We are used to choosing and having 
our voices heard in the process. We use our best judgment to form 
the strongest team, offer our support to the best candidate, and 
discern the best leaders. 
 
But it is not the same for the disciples in this narrative. Acts 1: 15-
26 shows us the apostles regrouping after the ascension of their 
Lord and organizing for their mission in the world. Jesus had set 
the parameters of leadership - they were to go to the ends of the 
earth, and preach the gospel of the kingdom of God……… 
 
Leadership in the post-messianic era include giving attention to the 
mundane tasks such as organization and the structure of the 
church if they were to fulfill the mission…… 
 
Our text told us that there were two equally qualified candidates 
for leadership to replace the deceased Judas, but only one will be 
selected. 
 
What happened next is simply unthinkable to our enlightened 
minds. They cast a lot to select the replacement disciple. The 
winner would be chosen by the luck of the draw. 

▪ Was this decision so trivial that they could leave it up to 
chance? 

▪ Or was God somehow guiding the results of the “chance 
game”? 

 
The witness of the text is that the eleven disciples, and the entire 
congregation had every confidence that this simple process of 
casting lot was in fact, the way to determine the will of God in this 
circumstance. There is no evidence in the Scripture to say the 
choice was anything but right. 
 
This story of the selection of Matthias pushes us to ask questions 
about how we discern the will of God, and the confidence we place 
in systems we employ. 
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While casting lots seem primitive and out of step with reason, could 
we trust that God reveal the divine will in such a simple and 
definitive way? 

▪ To what extent do the methods we employ in discernment 
get tangled up with our own need to control circumstances 
and outcome? 

▪ How do we see the community of early followers of Jesus, 
engaging in discernment? 

▪ How does prayer influence our decision making? 
 
This story stands as an important crossroads for the first disciples. 
Jesus has ascended, and they are about to receive the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost. 
 
In the crucible of the uncertainty in those days, the disciples 
remained faithful in prayer, and in seeking the will of God. 
 
May it be that we would be sustained by the same focus in the 
uncertainty of these days. 

AMEN 
 

HYMN: All the Way My Saviour Leads Me VU #635 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
One: Our gracious and compassionate God, we thank you for the 
challenges which life brings. It also brings changes which 
sometimes throws us into crisis. Be with us in such times in our 
Christian community. Like the early disciples help us in our 
common life to find your guidance in our collective decisions. 
People: Help us to approach our decisions seeking your 
guidance through prayer. Help us to examine our own hearts 
for any unseemly motives. Help us to focus on the common 
good and not be driven by our own selfish interests. Help us to 
seek consensus and never be satisfied with power plays and 
divisiveness. Help us all to share in our mutual ministry. 
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One: Lead us forward and help us to create a community where 
love, acceptance, and mutuality are expressed, where joy abounds, 
and where results are achieved because we are all working hand in 
hand together. 
People: We ask that you would save us from ever being a 
cloistered cell which seeks escape from our world. Instead, 
open the windows of our souls to the world and its needs. Send 
us forth to herald the good news of Jesus, to be your servants 
to those in need, to visit the sick and the imprisoned, to 
remember the forgotten in our society, and to work for justice 
and peace. 
One: Use our varied gifts so that as Peter suggested we all might do 
our fair share in this ministry. Bolster us in moments when we feel 
inadequate for the task and give us courage. Amen. 
 

HYMN: Will You Come and Follow Me VU #567 
 

THANK YOU & BLESSING 
Go forth into the world, 
refreshed by the truth you have received from Christ 
and renewed by the knowledge that you belong to God. 
Go forth as witnesses to the love and life of Christ. 
 

DOXOLOGY: What Can I Do MV #191 
 

THANK YOUS & CREDITS 
 

Thank you for participating in today's worship, I pray you have been 
greatly blessed. 
 

Remember, for those we are unable to connect with for any reason; call 
to buoy up their spirits, and/or pray for them and entrust them to the 
care of the divine. 
 

Rev. Franklyn James has sought a change in Pastoral Relationship. This 
means Rev. James will no longer be the minister of Zion United Church 
and St. Andrew’s United Church as of June 30, 2021. 
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Due to physical distancing caused by the Corona Virus, COVID 19, all 
church activities that require physical contact are suspended until 
further notice. 
 

GIFTS & OFFERINGS 
 

You may send us your gifts & offerings using the information below: 
▪ Zion United Church @ to zionunitedarmstrongbc@gmail.com 
▪ St. Andrew’s @ standrewsunitedenderbybc@gmail.com 
▪ Mission & Service Link: https://www.united-

church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/giving-opportunities 
 

Those of you who are on PAR and those who mailed in the gifts and 
offerings thank you. 
 

We are always happy to hear your comments and queries. If you have 
prayer requests, you may use our social media message tabs or email 
them to ministerfranklyn@gmail.com 
 

Sermon Resource: David L. Bartlett and Barbara Brown Taylor, Editors. 
"Feasting on the Word: Year B, Volume 2: Lent through Eastertide." 
Louisville, Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press. (2008). 
 

Call to Worship - 
https://thirdmill.org/files/english/html/worship/calls.contemp.html 
 

Opening Prayer Adapted from - 
https://www.faithandworship.com/openingsandclosings.htm#gsc.tab=0 
 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance - written by Rev. Kaji R. Spellman. 
Posted on the United Church of Christ’s Worship Ways website. Visit that 
site for other good lectionary-based resources. 
 

Prayers of the People - written by Richard J. Einerson, from his collection 
of prayers, Prayers of the People. http://www.richardeinerson.com/ 
 

Scriptures marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International 
Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
 

Scripture marked NRSV are taken from the New Revised Standard 
Version Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

mailto:zionunitedarmstrongbc@gmail.com
mailto:standrewsunitedenderbybc@gmail.com
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/giving-opportunities
https://www.united-church.ca/community-faith/get-involved/giving-opportunities
mailto:standrewsenderby@hotmail.com
https://thirdmill.org/files/english/html/worship/calls.contemp.html
https://www.faithandworship.com/openingsandclosings.htm#gsc.tab=0
http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/pdfs/2011/At-the-Core-Pentecost-19-October-23.pdf
http://www.richardeinerson.com/
http://www.biblica.com/
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MUSIC CREDITS 
 

Open Our Hearts – MV #21 
Words and music: Jim Strathdee; 
French trans. David Fines, 2006 
Words and music copyright © Jim and Jean Strathdee 
(Desert Flower Music), PO Box 1476, 
Carmichael, CA 95609l (916) 481-2999, 
www.strathdeemusic.com. 
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375 
 

I Am A Child of God – MV #157 
Words and music: Cheryl and Bruce Harding, 2002 
Words and music copyright © 2002 by Cheryl and 
Bruce Harding, www.evensong.ca. 
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375 
 

Will You Come and Follow Me – VU #567 
Words, Arrangement: © WGRG, 
The Iona Community (Glasgow, Scotland), 
G.I.A. Publications, Inc., Chicago, IL, exclusive agent. 
Music: Scottish traditional. 
Words, Arrangement: WGRG, The Iona Community, 
G.I.A. Publications, Inc. Music: Public Domain 
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375 
 
What Can I Do?  - MV #191 
Words and music: Paul Rumbolt and Michele McCarthy; 
Words and music: Paul Rumbolt and Michele 
McCarthy; arr. Alan C. Whitmore, 2005 
Words and music copyright © by Paul Rumbolt and 
Michele McCarthy. www.paulrumbolt.com 
Arrangement copyright © 2005 Alan C. Whitmore 
Reprinted with permission under One License # A-606375 
 

All the Way My Saviour Leads Me – VU #635 
Words: Fanny J. Crosby. Music: Robert S. Lowry. 
Public Domain. 
  

http://www.evensong.ca/


10 | P a g e  

 

Jesus, You Have Come to the Lakeshore – VU #563 
Words, Music: © 1979 Cesáreo Gabaráin, administered 
by Oregon Catholic Press. All rights reserved. 
Translation: Gertrude C. Suppe, George Lockwood, Raquel 
Gutiérrez-Achón 1987 © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing 
House. Used by permission. Harmony: © 1987 Skinner Chávez- 
Melo. Used by permission of Juan Francisco Chávez, Arenal 48, 
Depto. 10, 01050 Mexico (San Angel), D.F. Mexico. 
Words, Music: Oxford University Press. Translation: 
The United Methodist Publishing House. Harmony: 
Skinner Chávez-Melo. 
Used by permission of Juan Francisco Chávez. 
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